Mirizzi's syndrome: a contraindication to coelioscopic cholecystectomy.
An impacted gallstone in the cystic duct with subsequent inflammation and edema resulting in extrinsic compression of the common bile or common hepatic duct with obstructive jaundice is known as Mirizzi's syndrome. An uncommon complication of cholelithiasis, Mirizzi's syndrome should be included in the differential diagnosis of any patient who has extrahepatic biliary obstruction. We present a case of a patient who underwent open rather than coelioscopic cholecystectomy based upon the preoperative diagnosis of Mirizzi's syndrome. A multidisciplinary approach to such patients facilitates the decision between open and endoscopic cholecystectomy. Mirizzi's syndrome may represent a contraindication to endoscopic cholecystectomy.